
COMPETITION TASKS: BRITISH CIVILIZATION (2016/2017) 

Remember to mark all your answers on the answer sheet. 

Task 1 ENGLISH LITERATURE QUIZ Choose the best answer.   (20 points) 

1. In which century were Geoffrey Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales written? 
a) 14th century 
b) 15th century 
c) 16th century 
d) 17th century 
 

11. Who wrote The Importance of Being 
Earnest? 
a) Daniel Defoe 
b) Rudyard Kipling 
c) Hemingway 
d) John Keats 

2. Who wrote, “Where ignorance is bliss, it is 
folly to be wise”? 
a) Rudyard Kipling 
b) William Shakespeare 
c) Robert Burns 
d) Robert Browning 
 

12. Who wrote The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde? 
a) Robert Louis Stevenson 
b) Jane Austen 
c) Agatha Christie 
d) H. G. Wells 
 

3. How many lines does a sonnet have? 
a) 10 
b) 12 
c) 14 
d) 16 
 

13. Who wrote A Tale of Two Cities? 
a) Oscar Wilde 
b) Daniel Defoe 
c) Mark Twain 
d) Charles Dickens 
 

4. In which forest did Robin Hood live, according 
to the legend? 
a) Nottingham Forest 
b) Sherwood Forest 
c) Heartwood Forest 
d) Royal Forest 
 

14. Name the author who wrote about the Forsyte 
family. 
a) Walter Scott 
b) John Galsworthy 
c) Charles Dickens 
d) Agatha Christie 
 

5. Which Brontë sister wrote Jane Eyre? 
a) Anne 
b) Charlotte 
c) Emily 
 

15. How many books are there in J. R. R. 
Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings? 
a) 1 
b) 2 
c) 3 
d) 4 
 

6. What nationality was Robert Louis Stevenson, 
the writer of Treasure Island? 
a) Scottish 
b) English 
c) Welsh 
d) Irish 
 

16. In the book The Lord of the Rings, who or 
what is Bilbo? 
a) a wizard 
b) a dwarf 
c) a troll 
d) a hobbit 
 

7. Who was the author of the famous storybook 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland? 
a) Rudyard Kipling 
b) Oscar Wilde 
c) Frank Baum 
d) Lewis Carroll 
 

17. Who created the famous character of Harry 
Potter? 
a) J.R.R. Tolkien 
b) J.K. Rowling 
c) George Orwell 
d) Ray Bradbury 
 



8. What is the title of the book, which opens with 
the line “All children, except one grew up”? 
a) Jungle Book 
b) Peter Pan 
c) Winnie-the-Pooh 
d) The Railway Children 
 

18. Which is the first Harry Potter book? 
a) Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire 
b) Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
c) Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 
d) Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 
 

9. What is the book Lord of the Flies by William 
Golding about? 
a) a road trip round the USA 
b) a swarm of killer fl ies 
c) a life in the space 
d) schoolboys on a desert island 
 

19. What is the name of the fairy in J.M. Barrie’s 
story, Peter Pan? 
a) Alice 
b) Tinker Bell 
c) Dorothy 
d) Amanda 
 

10. Which wild area is the setting of The Hound 
of the Baskervilles? 
a) Marymoor 
b) Dartmoor 
c) Yorkshire 
d) Lancashire 
 

20. What is the name of Gulliver in Jonathan 
Swift’s book, Gulliver’s Travels? 
a) John 
b) Robin 
c) Lilliput 
d) Lemuel 
 

 

Task 2  Here are five extracts from the stories by A. Christie. Write down the titles of the stories 

that they are taken from.         (5 points) 

 

A. …. The fact still remains that numerous other applicants were sent to see it, and yet, in spite 

of its remarkable cheapness, it was still in the market when Mrs. Robinson arrived. 

 

B. …. As you know, the Bank wished to extend their credits in America, and for this purpose 

decided to send over a million dollars in Liberty Bonds. Mr. Vavasour selected his nephew, 

who had occupied a position of trust in the bank for many years…. 

 

C. …. It was a week later. Beneath our feet was the golden sand of the desert. The hot sun 

poured down overhead. We had arrived in Cairo and had driven out at once to the Mena 

House Hotel, right in the shadow of the Pyramids. 

 

D. …. One’s guilty, but the other three are innocent. And unless the truth is found out, those 

three are going to remain under the terrible shadow of doubt. 

 

E.  …. His absence may have the most serious results – possibly a premature and disastrous 

peace. And we have no one who can be sent in his place. He alone can represent England. 



Task 3 You can see 12 famous British paintings in the pictures. Find out who the artists and what 

the titles of the paintings are.        (24 points) 

 

 

1.  

7. 

 
2. . 

 

8.  

3.  

9.  



4.  

10.   

5.  

11.  

6.  

 

12.  

 

Task 4 You are going to read information about different museum in Wales. For questions 1-13, 

choose from the museums (A-E). Some of the museums may be chosen more than once. 

There is an example at the beginning (0).      (15 points) 

Which place or places: 

0. sells things? B X 

1. do you have to pay to enter?   

2. caters for children?  X 

3. is located near water?  X 

4. has an exhibition that will be finishing very soon?  X 

5. covers the longest period in history?  X 



6. came into existence more than ten years ago?  X 

7. can you see machinery working at?   

8. is cheaper if you arrange to go with other people?  X 

9. includes a train ride?  X 

10. has a display of military life in the past?  X 

11. has displays for short periods of time?  X 

12. has had work specifically done for it?  X 

13. contains works depicting local scenes?  X 

 

 

 



Task 5 Read this article on graffiti, and then read the statements following it. Your task is to 

decide if the statements correspond to the information in the article.   (12 points) 

If a statement means exactly what the article says, mark it A.  
If it means something different, mark it B.  
If it cannot be decided on the basis of the article, mark it C.  

 
GRAFFITI 

 
Graffiti can be viewed several different ways. Some view it as art and a way to express personal 

feelings. Others see it as a crime that only causes problems in society. The latter is also the 

conclusion that I have come to after much research on the subject.  

I cannot agree with the argument that graffiti is a legitimate form of expression. I agree that it 

may be art because almost anything can be considered art. However, it is not respectful of others 

and it defaces property.  

The difference between graffiti and acceptable art is permission obtained by the artist. When 

people draw graffiti on the property of others it becomes a violation of property rights. It lowers 

property value and is very expensive to clean up. Do you want your tax dollars being spent to 

clean up other people's personal expressions on city buildings and walls? Would you want 

someone expressing their feelings on your very own private property? I believe that our right to 

freedom of speech should be protected; however, it should not be done at the expense of other 

citizens’ rights.  

The fact that gangs use graffiti to "express themselves" is another reason why I do not agree that 

graffiti should be an accepted art form. Graffiti written by gangs is often used to intimidate 

others, recruit new members, advertise the sale of drugs, and mark gang boundaries. When we 

try to justify graffiti we are only encouraging further criminal gang related activity.  

I am a true art lover. This is why I have to disagree when defenders of graffiti argue that graffiti 

should be considered beautiful art that should be accepted. The buildings and other structures 

that graffiti artists write on are also art and were not meant by the designer to have personal 

expressions painted all over them.  

If graffiti artists would like to display their works then they should display them in museums or 

on legal graffiti walls. These have been set up by the government to try to deter rampant and 

illegal graffiti throughout our cities. If the public would like to see their art then they will go see 

it in places where it will not be destructive to others. Much of the graffiti today is vulgar and 

offensive, and not appropriate for children to view. However, it is difficult not to be exposed to it 

when it is available all over cities.  

When personal expression begins to violate other people's rights it should no longer be tolerated.  

 

 

1) There is disagreement about what graffiti is. 

2) Among other things graffiti is a way to carry out artistic experiments. 

3) The author shares a negative attitude to graffiti.  



4) One of the problems with graffiti is that it does not take the rights of the owners of buildings into 

account.  

5) There is a law which obliges graffiti artists to ask for permission before they start working.  

6) If graffiti is created on public buildings, it is cleaned up at everybody’s expense.  

7) Freedom of speech is a basic human right, which should be protected under all circumstances.  

8) Although graffiti has its negative aspects, it never aims to frighten people.  

9) Defending graffiti is a way of supporting crime.  

10) Designers have protested about graffiti artists painting over houses.  

11) There is too much illegal graffiti around, and the government has taken action against it.  

12) Children do not like graffiti, because it is not a genuine art form.  

 

Task 6 Complete the text below with the full infinitive, the bare infinitive or the –ing form of verbs 

in the box. There are three extra vebs that you do not have to use.   (12points) 

SUGGEST GO GO  TAKE TRY 

BRING ATTEND OFFER MEET EXPERIENCE 

TRY PARTICIPATE SURVIVE GO MAKE 

 

Glastonbury Festival 

If you want (1) _______________ a unique music and performing arts festival, you should definitely 

consider (2) _______________ to Glastonbury this summer. The Glastonbury Festival takes place in 

England and is held over one weekend in the Vale  of Avalon, a beautiful place with green fields and 

lush woodlands. It is said that King Arthur was buried there. At the festival, you will have the chance 

(3) _______________ people of different nationalities, ages,  backgrounds and musical tastes who 

gather in the fields, set up camp and enjoy all the entertainment the festival has (4) 

_______________. There is a huge variety of performances including pop, jazz, rock, hip-hop and 

folk music, theatre, circus, cinema and poetry. If you are a budding artist, you can (5) 

_______________ part in the talent competition. For those of you interested in (6) 

_______________ something different to ease your aches and pains, there are specialists who 

provide demonstrations of complementary and alternative medicine. In addition, there is a market 

where visitors are able (7) _______________ organic food and buy handmade jewellery and clothes. 

If you plan (8) _______________ children to the festival, there is the Kidz field where artists provide 

entertainment and porganise lots of fun activities that children enjoy (9) _______________ in. 

Glastonbury Festival is an amazing experience and everyone should (10) _______________ go at 

least once in their lifetime and see what all the fuss is about. The organizers guarantee that it is one 



decision you will not regret (11) _______________ and that you will look forward to (12) 

_______________ again and again. 

 

Task 7 Read the text and complete the blanks with the correct form of words given in the box. 

There are five extra words that you do not need to use.    (10 points) 

TALENT DISPLAY DIFFER VISIT EXHIBIT 

EXCITE IMPRESS EXPRESS INHABIT SPECTACLE 

VALUE INCLUDE ENTERTAIN CELEBRATE TRAVEL 

 

Edinburgh Festival 

Every year, during the summer, the (1) _______________ of Edinburgh look on as their city 

becomes flooded with people from all around the world. Edinburgh is known as the festival city 

because of the numerous festivals held there every summer.  The Edinburgh International Festival 

was first held in 1947 after World War II and its purpose was to bring a sense of community to 

Europe. The event was a (2) _______________ of music, dance and drama that brought hope to 

people whose lives had just been torn apart by war. Today, the event brings performers and (3) 

_______________ from all over the world together to explore and learn about each other’s cultures. 

There is (4) _______________ for everyone with an (6) _______________ range of performances 

and (5) _______________ to choose from. Edinburgh also hosts the famous Edinburgh Film 

Festival, which showcases new and (7) _______________ films from both emerging and established 

filmmakers. It was here that some of the most (8) _______________ filmmakers first showed their 

work, including Roberto Rosselini, Martin Scorsee and Steven Spielberg. Festival goers are able to 

see masterpieces from a range of (9) _______________ cultures. In addition, Edinburgh is a 

beautiful city which has much to offer (10) _______________ with its spetacular architecture and 

amazing natural landscapes. 

 

Task 8 Write down the names of the instruments that are typically used in Irish songs. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

   

1. 
 

2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 
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Task 9 Do the crossword puzzle in connection with the musician who died not a long time ago. 

            (12 points) 

David Bowie Crossword 
 

Across      Down 

1 Major Tom was one (9) 1 'Ashes to ____' (1980 single) (5) 

3 Worn on cover of third album (5) 2 'Oh! You Pretty ____' (second track on 'Hunky 
Dory') (6) 

4 Angie, then Iman (4) 3 'Diamond ____' (1974 album) (4) 

6 'The Laughing ____' (1967 single) (5) 5 'The Man Who ____ to Earth' (1976 movie) (4) 
8 Bowie's real name (5) 7 '(Is There) Life on ____?' (1973 single) (4) 

9 Final album (9) 9 'Low', "Heroes" and 'Lodger' were recorded here 
(6) 

11 First US number one single (4) 10 'Young ____' was Bowie's 'soul' album (9) 

12 Collaborators on 1981 single 'Under Pressure' (5) 13 'Station to ____' (1976 album) (7) 
13 'The Man Who ____ the World' (third album) (4) 15 Instrument played by Ziggy (6) 

14 'John, I'm Only ____ ' (1972 single) (7) 16 'Let's ____' (1983 album and single) (5) 

18 Thomas Jerome Newton was one (5) 17 'Time takes a cigarette, puts it in your ____' 
(lyrics) (5) 

19 'Never Let Me ____' (1987 album) (4)  

20 See 21  
21/20 Bowie's first UK top five single (5,6)  

 

Task 10 Project work          (30 points) 

Create a Powerpoint presentation about the history of British pop and rock music. In your work you 

should include pieces of songs to be heard while the slides are on show. The time limit is 5 minutes. 

Send your presentation to the following e-mail address: kundratedit@freemail.hu.  

Do not forget to give the names of the members of your team and your class on the first slide. 

Creative work is expected and respected. 

The daedline to hand in your work is 20th January 2017. The Powerpoint presentations will be 

on show in the school during the breaks for two days before the results of the competition are 

announced. 
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Task 3  
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5.  X 

6.  X 

7.   

8.  X 

9.  X 

10.  X 

11.  X 

12.  X 

13.  X 

 

Task 5       Task 6 

1. 7. 1. 7. 

2. 8. 2. 8. 

3. 9. 3. 9. 

4. 10. 4. 10. 

5. 11. 5. 11. 

6. 12. 6. 12. 

 

Task 7 

1. 6. 

2. 7. 

3. 8. 

4. 9. 

5. 10. 



Task 8 

1. 6. 

2. 7. 

3. 8. 

4. 9. 

5. 10. 

 

Task 9 

 


